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Switzerland – F-35 Joint Strike Fighter Aircraft and Weapons 
 
WASHINGTON, September 30, 2020 - The State Department has made a determination approving a possible 
Foreign Military Sale to the Government of Switzerland of forty (40) F-35 Joint Strike Fighter aircraft and 
related equipment for an estimated cost of $6.58 billion.  The Defense Security Cooperation Agency delivered 
the required certification notifying Congress of this possible sale today. 
 
The Government of Switzerland requested to buy up to forty (40) F-35 Joint Strike Fighter Conventional Take 
Off and Landing (CTOL) aircraft; forty-six (46) Pratt & Whitney F-135 engines; forty (40) Sidewinder AIM-9X 
Block II+ (Plus) Tactical Missiles; fifty (50) Sidewinder AIM-9X Block II Captive Air Training Missiles 
(CATMs); six (6) Sidewinder AIM-9X Block II Special Air Training Missiles (NATMS); four (4) Sidewinder 
AIM-9X Block II Tactical Guidance Units; ten (10) Sidewinder AIM-9X Block II CATM Guidance Units; 
eighteen (18) KMU-572 JDAM Guidance Kits for GBU-54; twelve (12) Bomb MK-82 500LB, General 
Purpose; twelve (12) Bomb MK-82, Inert; twelve (12) GBU-53/B Small Diameter Bomb II (SDB II) All-Up 
Round (AUR); and eight (8) GBU-53/B SDB II Guided Test Vehicle (GTV).  Also included are Electronic 
Warfare Systems; Command, Control, Communications, Computer and Intelligence/Communications, 
Navigational, and Identification (C4I/CNI); Autonomic Logistics Global Support System (ALGS); Autonomic 
Logistics Information System (ALIS); Full Mission Trainer; Weapons Employment Capability and other 
Subsystems, Features, and Capabilities; F-35 unique infrared flares; reprogramming center access; F-35 
Performance Based Logistics; software development/integration; flight test instrumentation; aircraft ferry and 
tanker support; Detector Laser DSU-38A/B, Detector Laser DSU-38A(D-2)/B, FMU-139D/B Fuze, KMU-
572(D-2)/B Trainer (JDAM), 40 inch Wing Release Lanyard; GBU-53/B SDB II Weapon Load Crew Trainers 
(WLCT); Cartridge, 25 mm PGU-23/U; weapons containers; aircraft and munitions support and test equipment; 
communications equipment; spares and repair parts; repair and return support; personnel training and training 
equipment; publications and technical documents; U.S. Government and contractor engineering, technical, and 
logistics support services; and other related elements of logistical and program support.  The total estimated cost 
is $6.58 billion. 
 
This proposed sale will support the foreign policy and national security of the United States by helping to 
improve the security of a friendly European nation that continues to be an important force for political stability 
and economic progress in Europe. 
 
This proposed sale of F-35s and associated missiles and munitions will provide the Government of Switzerland 
with a credible defense capability to deter aggression in the region.  The proposed sale will also replace 
Switzerland's retiring F/A-18s and enhance its air-to-air and air-to-ground self-defense capability.  Switzerland 
will have no difficulty absorbing these aircraft into its armed forces. 
 
The proposed sale of this equipment and support will not alter the basic military balance in the region. 
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The principal contractors will be Lockheed Martin Aeronautics Company, Fort Worth, TX; Pratt & Whitney 
Military Engines, East Hartford, CT; The Boeing Company, St. Charles, MO and Raytheon Missiles and 
Defense, Tucson, AZ.  This proposal is being offered in the context of a competition.  The purchaser typically 
requests offsets.  Any offset agreement will be defined in negotiations between the purchaser and the contractor. 
 
Implementation of this proposed sale will require multiple trips to Switzerland involving U.S. Government and 
contractor representatives for technical reviews/support, program management and training over the life of the 
program. U.S. contractor representatives will be required in Switzerland to conduct Contractor Engineering 
Technical Services (CETS) and Autonomic Logistics and Global Support (ALGS). 
 
There will be no adverse impact on U.S. defense readiness as a result of this proposed sale. 
 
This notice of a potential sale is required by law.  The description and dollar value is for the highest estimated 
quantity and dollar value based on initial requirements.  Actual dollar value is expected to be lower depending 
on final requirements, budget authority, and signed sales agreement(s), if and when concluded. 
 
All questions regarding this proposed Foreign Military Sale should be directed to the State Department's Bureau 
of Political Military Affairs, Office of Congressional and Public Affairs, pm-cpa@state.gov. 
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